IN-TEXT CITATIONS

Formatting In-Text Citations
Whenever you quote lines or paraphrase ideas from outside sources of information, you need to
cite and format the sources within a parenthetical reference.



Cite your source of information in parentheses at the end of your sentence.
Add the end punctuation (period or question mark) after your citation.

This information will allow your reader to find the full citation of your source in your works
cited page at the end of your essay.

In-Text Examples:
If you do not identify the author of your quotation, include his name and the page number in
parentheses. Do not use a punctuation mark between the author’s name and the page number.
Nearly all forms of public discourse have been reduced to entertainment: “Americans no
long talk to each other; they entertain each other. They do not exchange ideas. They
exchange images” (Postman 92-93).
If you identify the author of the quotation in your own sentence, include only the page number in
parentheses.
According to Postman, nearly all forms of public discourse have been reduced to
entertainment: “Americans no long talk to each other; they entertain each other. They do
not exchange ideas. They exchange images” (92-93).
The same rules apply for paraphrasing information from an outside source.
Postman argues that entertaining images distract us from intellectual engagement (92-93).

Corresponding Work Cited Entry:
Postman, Neil. Amusing Ourselves to Death: Public Discourse in the Age of Show
Business. Toronto: Penguin Group, 1985. Print.

In-Text Example Without an Author or Page Number:
When a source of information does not include an author’s name, use the title of the article in
your parentheses. If the title is long, use a shortened version. When a source of information does
not include a page number, which is common for many websites, the author’s name or the title of
the article is sufficient.
The alliances between European countries forecasted their involvement in the First World
War: “The consequences of these alliances and treaties meant that if one country or
power bloc went to war, the others would likely go to war too” (“Introduction”).

Corresponding Work Cited Entry:
“Introduction to the First World War.” Canada and the First World War. Canadian War
Museum, 22 July 2009. Web. 16 Oct. 2010.

In-Text Example for Poetry:
To format a short quotation from a poem (no more than three lines of verse) in your text,
separate the lines of verse with a forward slash and conclude with the line numbers in
parentheses.
Theodore Roethke describes dancing with his drunken father as a rough encounter: “The
whiskey on your breath / Could make a small boy dizzy / But I hung on like death” (1-3).

BLOCK QUOTATIONS
Block or offset a quotation from your paragraph when quoting four or more complete lines of a
verse or four or more lines of typed text.
Begin the quotation on a new line after your sentence. Indent the quotation ten spaces from the
left margin and double-space.
Because a block quotation is off-set from your paragraph, you do not need quotation marks.
Poetry Example:
In his poem, “Mending Wall,” Frost observes that nature resists man-made walls:
Something there is that doesn't love a wall,
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it,
And spills the upper boulders in the sun;
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.
(1-4)

Prose Example:
Thomas King argues that myth and fiction have distorted the accurate account of
Aboriginal history:
As a series of entertainments, Native history is an imaginative cobbling
together of fears and loathing, romances and reverences, facts and
fantasies into a cycle of creative performances, in Technicolor and 3D,
with accompanying soft drinks, candy, and pop corn. In the end, who
really needs the whole Native history when we can watch the movie? (20).

QUOTATIONS AND PUNCTUATION
Comma
Introduce a quotation with a comma after a tag, a brief introductory phrase, or a dependent
clause.
In his poem, “Mending Wall,” Frost wonders, “Before I built a wall I’d ask to know /
What I was walling in or walling out” (32-33).

Colon
Introduce a quotation with a colon after an independent clause.
In his poem, “Mending Wall,” Frost questions the building of barriers: “Before I built a
wall I’d ask to know / What I was walling in or walling out” (32-33).

No Punctuation
If a quotation fits easily into the grammar of your sentence, do not insert a comma or colon
before it.
Lynne Truss defines punctuation as “a courtesy designed to help readers understand a
story without stumbling” (7).

Capitalization
Capitalize the first letter of a quotation when the quoted material is a complete sentence.
Professor Nass warns us that “Multitasking could essentially be dumbing down the
world” (“Digital Nation”).

ALTERING QUOTATIONS
Ellipsis
For the sake of conciseness, you may eliminate some words from an original quotation by using
ellipsis.
The word ellipsis means the omission of one or more words. To designate an ellipsis within a
sentence, include three dots with a single space before, between, and after each dot ( . . . ). If you
have omitted an entire sentence within your quotation, include four dots ( . . . . ).
Original Quotation:
Thomas King argues that “most Canadians, like most Americans, have a shockingly poor
grasp of their own history. Dates, people, the large and small nuances of events have all
been reduced to the form and content of Classic Comics” (11).
Quotation with Deleted Words (Ellipsis)
Thomas King argues that “most Canadians . . . have a shockingly poor grasp of their own
history. Dates, people, the large and small nuances of events have all been reduced to the
form and content of Classic Comics” (11).

Important Note: Do not begin or end a quotation with ellipsis.
Incorrect:

A history on Canada’s involvement in Afghanistan will “. . . detail the fighting,
the hunkering down, and the long, slow departure from disappointment abroad to
victory at home . . .” (Simpson).

Correct:

A history on Canada’s involvement in Afghanistan will “detail the fighting, the
hunkering down, and the long, slow departure from disappointment abroad to
victory at home” (Simpson).

Square Brackets
For the sake of clarity, you may add to or alter some words from an original quotation. Enclose
the additions or alterations in square brackets.
In his first soliloquy, Hamlet remembers that his mother “would hang on [Hamlet Senior]
/ As if increase of appetite had grown / By what it fed on” (1.2.143-45).

